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land area, this is the largest plec
ol land in the emirte used for a
POse IS
to Sheikh

Ahmed Bin Saced Al Maktoum,

the chasrman and chiet executive

of Emirates ar 1 Erong chawrman ol
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. they can't rely
d carctully,

to e self-sustami

on handous. IFman

conservanion and tourism can co-exist,
The 324

is optimistic abott the

ar-old South Afrean

ure
“About four vears ago, | assisted in
conducting an impact report on the

led what

i

general area, whi

was going of in the i, Our report
included a propasal that Dubai set
upr a conservalion area, he continues
almaost ineredulously at his own

good fortune: “In a mattes of weeks,

its wav to Sheikh

that report m;
Maohiam
within another two weeks, we got the

We are now

ed [Dubai’s ruler] and

go-ahead on the project

o United
| Scientific and

applying for protectio
Nations Education
Crtltural Or

on and the United

Nutions Environment Programme,

which we hope to get within a vear”

Sormeone else ki MO ITIEY L) ke

a difference is Al Maha's new chef.
Marion Lovell, What made this 40)-
year-old ex-army chel from Brstol,

in southwest England - who has
cooked for the British royal tamily,
achieved three rosettes and trained
with Raymond Blune — move wo Dubai
several months ago? =1 thought this was
somewhere | could make an mpact,”
she says. As well as her culinary skills,
Al Maha was impressed with her all-
CROOIMIPRAsSING b leas fow the kitchen and

the restaunant, Al

Diwaan, including
greater use of recveling. composting,
rainwater and solar energy - much
needed in g country that must reduce
its ecological footprint,

Lowvell fell into cookery when ‘-]11'
joined the army aged 18. But she
fell in love with it vears kater, having
taken time o d

seience degree. She now INCOrporales

environmental

that knowledge into her cooking

She aims o produce “good food with

rrever possible

neonscience”, wh

sourcing hersell what passes through

the Kitchen. She has already souresd

local tea for the spa (From Abu Dhaly

and Lebanon) and plans to mekle lhod
snobbery that dictates, for example,
that (air-freighted) New Zealand lamb

should be preferred over loeal mear

from farms right an the doorstep.

‘Local farn turally don't

rv-farm animals,

foree feed or batt
she points out, hoping o increase
the locally sourced produce Al Maha
uses from the current one-third, “1The
first thing I dwd when 1 got here was

o source local veg and herbs,” which

she deseribes as her “higgest passion”
According 1o Lovell, there has been
a “massive push™ in the UK towands

ethical eating; and she wants o spread

that message in Duban

Lovell's longstanding plans to

revamp the kitchen have already
finally taken off une |
she also anms w el

r charge, and

g the menu,

adding more of an Arabic element

She is not afraid of harnd work, or

of pursuing a curmp through o
its fruition. In the UK, Lovell was

||'|\l||!'l.'|1 maua "'!'i et T .“.'i"-||,lll|' 1!.‘”\'

e, bint

stores o gnve t Out-0l-
still perfectly edible., products to the

hungry homeless

But no one will go to bed hungry
at Al Maha. The me

imherited is a massive five courses that

Lovell has

would test even the heartest appetite

“I'he armv is not about making
“1 bt King

beautiful food.” she recalls
about slopping it out on a plae.” That
| of the meals

certainly cannot be sa
at Al Maha, although the slightly

corporate feel o the restaumnt decor is

of the romange

disappointiy
of the remainder of
But, with the desert night air ¢cooler

he resort

than in the citv. it is bear

pleasant, 1o sit out and enjoy a mesl
overlooking the (man-made, spot-
t, the

Tit) water hole, Flaving said th
current menu with massive starter,
ereamy vegetable soup, sorbet and a
steak the size of one's head, was too
hig and o rich for my taste for a ot
desert evening,
Lovell seems alert o this, When
her menus are adopted, diners will be
oftered meals that are still substantial
and as locally sourced as possible
but appear more subtle and sensual
Ihey will start with an amuose bouche

las it "wlls

which Lovell says is vi

diners what they can expect”
What vou can expect at Al Maha

is conservation and ethies coming

together in beautiful surroundings.

CaLirsts can CIYON the natur; sty ol

itiful local
Iy
sertously environmentally conscious

the country, naturally bea

food and glorous pamper

might raise an evebrow. The service is
such thar wwels are changed cvery .5.!_'._
leading to the use of an unnecessar
amount ol water, cleanming products

and Fuel. And individual soaps and

shirmipoos in the villas o
replaced with refills

e bottles

But while the resort is contributing

1o protecting the local landscape and

wildlite, it is perhaps churdish to nig

Fhen again, if the owners are already
doing so much, they may be open o
improvements that will allow them
0 show ofl environmentally friendly
eredentials of which they can be even
maore proud

And perhaps Gregory Simkins and
Marion Lovell = whose enthusiasm for
their respective missions is infectious

can make the difference they strive

overnment

lor, carrying managenes

and guests on that nde of optimism

Meanwhile, Al Maha is about as close
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o a desert l!."ll;hi:-l' as Vou ¢in geL @
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