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Opera to pop

Alirahams agrees

Last year, the hotel was host
tothe op rmen and Aida and next year

We are int at least five musical
Extravaganzas, from opera to pop”, The year's
gvents will start with a concert by pop legend Sir

naing

1 John, who, in addition to receiving a gong from
he British monarch, has, according to Abrahams,
taken tea with Abu Dhabi's rulers.

Food and beverage director, Jean-Pierre Garat
says there has been a demand from both inside
and outside the hotel for new and different dining

authentic Arabian atmosphere of the hotel with locally
sourced food cooked in a traditional way. Kicking of
latest phase is the just opened BBQ Al Qasr
Set against the backdrop of the floodlit rose stone
of the magnificently-domed hotel, the “restaurant

The entrance
ta the
Qorgeous pink
ilone palace

is a collection of stilted platforms on interconn
platforms on the sand. Here, diners can enj
a post-prandial hubble-bubble pipe without overly
offending others as the sickly sweet smoke rises on
the soft seaside air and away over the w
They can also opt for an a-la-carte chaice or
be tempted to put the chef through his paces by
ordering a arilled platters of meat or fish, or a
combination of the two, with side dishes. A sal;
bufiet starter should be approached with caution in
light of the mammoth gastronomic journey ahead
The meat platter is not a selection of taster
the steak, lamb chops, grilled chicken and kof

but had
an
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intended to impress you alc p
said of the fish platter; huge prawns
alongside hunks of hammour, thick s
salmon and tranches of tuna. The delic
spiced sides of rice hardly got a look in while the
desert buffet, to our regret, should have been
shunned but wasn't.

We asked our delightful Egyptian waiter whether
Al Qasar was catering for Americans. With disarming
naivety he asked: “Why, do they eat a lot too?’
explaining, "this is for the Arab appetite

There are no doubt good historical reasons why

rtlemen of the UAE wear the Kandura — known by
patsas the dishdasha —and Al Qasr is another
reason to add to that list. The Kandura can
multitude of sins, and it will certainly need to, to
disguise the burgeoning belly with which you will
leave the waterside grill restaurant at Abu Dhabi's
Emirates Palace. ®
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Amber Melville-Brown is a London-based media law
specialist lawyer and freelance journalist
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